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SDNP/18/01714/FUL - 11 The Avenue, Petersfield, GU31 4JQ Demolition of side car port. 
Erection of two and a half storey side extension with entrance canopy and single storey 
rear extension (AS AMENDED BY PLANS RECEIVED 13/06/2018)
 

Statement by Cllr James Deane

Petersfield Town Council & Rother Ward

I speak as a Member of Petersfield Town Council and also as Ward Councillor. While 
sympathetic to the applicant’s personal vision, Petersfield Town Council is objecting to this 
application in view of over development and for not making a positive contribution to the 
character of the Avenue or the Conservation Area. 

The Committee Report in summary suggests that the application is acceptable in principle; 
it is the principle that is at the heart of the matter. It is hoped that the Committee have had 
the opportunity to visit the site. One way or the other, it is highly likely that any decision 
taken this evening could result in a lasting legacy for Petersfield. 

We submit that the proposal fails to meet a number of planning policies required at all 
planning levels from National, The South Downs National Park, East Hampshire District 
Council and the Petersfield Neighbourhood Plan.  These organisations purport that within 
planning balance; conservation takes precedence over community. They are interlinked for 
the protection and sustainability of development in Conservation Areas in that such 
applications should retain or enhance the character of the area.  This application fails to 
meet these objectives as follows:-

The SDNPA’s Conservation Area Character Appraisal Management Plan for Petersfield 
2017 details the need for weight to be given for Locally Listed or identified as potential 
listing as buildings and areas of significance.  The Committee Report has acknowledged 
this but simply states “an assessment has been made” with no further reference to the 
potential consequence that The Avenue may no longer be considered for its 'interest and 
significance'.  Thus it may no longer meet SDNPA criteria in Local Heritage Listing. 

In addition and turning to the JCS, paragraph 4.1 and 4.2 and specifically Note 10 which 
along with the NPPF supports the view of designated heritage being carefully considered 
and afforded considerable weight. 

It is noted that the Conservation Officer made only a fleeting reference to this matter and 
we are unaware of any input from the SDNPA Design Panel. Thus we do not consider that 
due weight has been exercised.

The Petersfield Neighbourhood Plan was written by and on behalf of the Community of 
Petersfield with the central and key intention of maintaining its character.  The Petersfield 
Town Council is remitted to ensure this Plan is delivered to maintain the vision for 
Petersfield and would urge Members not just to consider the Petersfield of today but also 
the Petersfield of tomorrow.


